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P R E - R E A D I N E S S  C H E C K L I S T

I know where the notes are on the piano and fi nd them quickly

I really want to play the piano by ear

I understand the diff erence between melody and harmony

I can determine whether a note on the piano is the same as a note that is sung out 

loud (called tone-matching)

I understand the diff erence between sharps and fl ats and how to raise or lower a 

note (and I also understand the word augmented and diminished)

I can form a Major Triad for the following keys

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B

I can slowly play a Major Scale using the W-W-H-W-W-W-H rules 

I know what fi nding the tonic of a song means

I am able to play the melody to a simple song like, “Mary Had a little lamb” or 

“Amazing Grace” on my own by ear with one fi nger

I can learn an easy song by ear even if I spend a few weeks on it

If you have at least 8 out of 10 checkmarks, congratulations!!

You are ready to sign up for Sean Wilson Piano Training Community!

JOIN THE SEAN WILSON PIANO COMMUNITY NOW!
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B E G I N N E R  G R O W T H  C H E C K L I S T

Check the items that you can play confi dently:

I can play the Major Scales in the following Keys:

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B

I can play the root position triad in the following Keys:

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B

I can play all 7 Diatonic Triads in the following Keys:

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B

I can play the Minor Triad in the following Keys (root position):

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B

I can play the Dominant 7th Chord in the following Keys (root position) :

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B

I can play the Half-Diminished Chord in the following Keys (root position):

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B

Once you have reached this step Congratulations!! You can now play in all keys.

Scales and Chords.

These are the two things that you MUST understand as a New Musician.

Scales are notes that are played NEXT TO each other. We will call this Melody. 

Chords are notes that are played TOGETHER. Let’s call this harmony.

Once you know your way around the piano the most important step is 

learning how to create melodies and harmonies.
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I understand the purpose and function of the V7 chord

I can use the V7 chord very slowly during a song or to transition to a new key

I understand how to read, create, and interpret basic chord voicings

I understand how to form sus2, sus 4, and maj 2, add 2, drop 2 chords

He is Exalted or Praise Him

The Anthem or How Excellent

Bless that Wonderful Name

I understand the purpose and function of the tonic, subdominant, and dominant  

triads in every key

I understand that 2nd and 6th triads are minor, and the 7th triad is diminished

I understand when I am trying to fi gure out the chords to a song that a chord may 

be non-diatonic (outside the key). In that case, I should fi nd the bass note, then 

fi nd the triad next.

I understand and know how to use the concept of stacking notes while playing

He is Exalted

The Anthem

Bless that Wonderful Name

Oh How I love Jesus

I can tap the Basic Gospel Rhythmic Patterns of the following songs:

I can play the following songs:

CHECK THE ITEMS ONCE YOU UNDERSTAND THE FOLLOWING:

I can play a 2-5-1 major progression to the following target notes:

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B

I can play a 2-5-1 minor progression to the following target notes:

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B

B E G I N N E R  G R O W T H  C H E C K L I S T
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CHECK THE ITEMS ONCE YOU CAN HEAR THE FOLLOWING:

I can use my ear to determine whether a chord is major or minor

I can use my ear to determine which diatonic chords to play with certain easy 

melodies n root position

I understand that, depending on how diffi  cult a song is, there may be some chords 

that I’m not able to hear at this level, but I can hop in the forum anytime & get help

I was able to learn an easy song on my own by ear:

I can recognize the interval between two notes by ear:

 minor2nd

 major2nd

 minor 3rd

 Perfect 4th

 Augmented 4th

 Perfect 5th

 Augmented 5th

 Major 6th

 m7

 M7

Time Required for Completion:

You can expect to spend a minimum of 120+ hours total in this section to 

move from beginner to competent.

Although 120 hours may sound like a lot you can move from this section in 

only 1 year by practicing around 30 minutes per day, excluding weekends (600 

minutes a month *12)
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C O M P E T E N T  /  G R O W I N G

TO BE MEMORIZED:

Chords: I am able to stack or rearrange the notes for the following:

Scales: I am able to play the following scales for a minimum of two octaves:

Progressions: I am able to play the following chord progressions in root position:

I am able to harmonize melodies with the appropriate chord choice and key

I am able to determine the tonal center of a given song

 Root Position Triads

 Minor7th Chords

 Major7th Chords

 Dominant Chords

 Diminished Chords

 Half-Diminished Chords

Major Scale

 Slow     Medium     Fast

Natural Minor Scale

 Slow     Medium     Fast

Mixolydian Scale

 Slow     Medium     Fast

Pentatonic Major

 Slow     Medium     Fast

Pentatonic Minor

 Slow     Medium     Fast

V7-I

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B

ii-V-I (Major)

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B

ii-V-I (Minor)

 C     Db     D     Eb     E     F     F#     G     Ab     A     Bb     B


